
 

EN0000000 

Programme Document 

Document Reference : AVS-ATR-GEN-XX-TN-LP-000001 

 

February 2026 

 

Arrow Valley Solar Limited 

Rev 1.0 

 



 

 

 

Document Revision Page 
 

 

Document 

Version 

Date Status Author Check Approve 

Rev 1.0 February 

2026 

Issue for PINS 

Inception 

Meeting 

HH KH VD 

      

      

      

      



Programme Document 

February 2026 

 

Contents 

1 Introduction 1 

1.1 Overview and purpose of the document 1 

1.2 Programme Document Structure 1 

2 Background to the Project 2 

2.1 The Project 2 

2.2 The Applicant 3 

2.3 The Planning Act 2008 3 

2.4 Other Consents and Licenses 3 

2.5 Policy Context 3 

3 The Planning Inspectorate’s Pre-Application Service 5 

3.1 Pre-Application Service Tier 5 

3.2 Fast-Track and Supplementary Components Service 5 

4 Pre-Application Programme 6 

4.1 Overview 6 

4.2 Planned Submission Date 6 

4.3 Programme of activities relating to pre-application engagement with PINS 6 

4.4 Programme of activities relating to engagement with Statutory Bodies 6 

4.5 Programme of activities relating to planned consultations 6 

4.6 Programme of activities relating to key application documents (including the 

DCO) 7 

4.7 Programme of activities relating to Environmental Impact Assessment 8 

4.8 Programme of activities relating to the design approach 8 

4.9 Programme of activities relating to Assembly of the Order Lands 9 

4.10 Programme of activities associated with the preparation of a Report to inform 

a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) and Evidence Plan 9 

4.11 Programme of activities related to Other Consents and Licenses 9 

5 Main Issues for Resolution 10 

5.1 Overview 10 

6 Engaging with Statutory Bodies 11 

6.1 Overview 11 

7 Engaging with Local Authorities 12 

7.1 Overview 12 

8 Pre-Application Risks 13 

8.1 Overview 13 



Programme Document 

February 2026 

 

 

List of tables 
Table 4-1 Pre-application engagement with PINS 6 
Table 4-2 Consultation programme 7 
Table 4-3  EIA programme 8 
Table 8-1 Main Risks Identified by the Applicant 13 
 

List of figures 
Figure 2-1 Site Location Plan 2 
 

 

 



Programme Document 

February 2026 

    
 

Planning Inspectorate Ref: EN0000000 1 

 

1 Introduction 

1.1 Overview and purpose of the document 

1.1.1 This Programme Document has been prepared on behalf of Arrow Valley 

Solar Limited (the ‘Applicant’) for Arrow Valley Solar (hereafter referred to 

as the ‘Project’) and issued pursuant to the Planning Inspectorate’s 

Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects: 2024 Pre-application 

Prospectus1 published in May 2024 (and updated in October 2025).  

1.1.2 The Prospectus requests applicants to provide a pre-application 

Programme Document setting out the main steps that applicants 

anticipate taking during the preparation of its Development Consent 

Order (DCO) application. Whilst not a statutory requirement, it sets out the 

timetable and activities necessary for an effective pre-application 

process. 

1.1.3 This Programme Document is intended to remain a live document during 

the pre-application period to reflect the evolution of the Project and its 

programme.   

1.2 Programme Document Structure 

1.2.1 This document is structured as follows: 

• Section 2: Background to the Project; 

• Section 3: The Planning Inspectorate’s Pre-Application Service; 

• Section 4: The Pre-Application Programme; 

• Section 5: Main Issues for Resolution; 

• Section 6: Engaging with Statutory Bodies; 

• Section 7: Engaging with Local Authorities; and 

• Section 8: Pre-Application Risks.  

  

 

 
1 Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects: 2024 Pre-application Prospectus - GOV.UK 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nationally-significant-infrastructure-projects-2024-pre-application-prospectus
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2 Background to the Project 

2.1 The Project 

2.1.1 The Project consists of the construction and operation of an electricity 

generating station with a capacity in excess of 100 megawatts (MW). It 

will comprise development of ground mounted solar arrays and 

associated development including energy storage, substation(s), grid 

connection infrastructure, and other infrastructure integral to the 

construction, operation, maintenance and decommissioning of the 

Project. 

2.1.2 The solar array sites cover approximately 1071ha of land across 

Warwickshire and Worcestershire, within Stratford-on-Avon, Redditch and 

Wychavon. The National Grid point of connection is at the Feckenham 

400kV substation, which is located approximately 8km from the nearest 

solar array site. The Site Location Plan is shown in Figure 2-1.  

Figure 2-1 Site Location Plan 

 

2.1.3 The cable routeing connecting the solar array sites, and connecting into 

the Feckenham substation, is indicative and is subject to refinement as the 

Project development progresses. 
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2.1.4 Further details regarding the project will be available on the project 

website (https://arrowvalleysolar.co.uk/) as the Project development 

progresses. 

2.2 The Applicant 

2.2.1 The Project is being promoted by Arrow Valley Solar Limited (the 

‘Applicant’), a Special Purpose Vehicle owned by Island Green Power 

Limited (IGP).  

2.2.2 IGP is a leading developer of renewable energy projects, established in 

2013. IGP has successfully delivered nearly 40 projects worldwide that 

have generated more than 3 GW of energy capacity. This includes 21 solar 

and storage projects in the UK. Its projects include the consented NSIPs 

Cottam Solar Project and West Burton Solar Project, located in 

Lincolnshire.   

2.2.3 IGP’s mission is to be the leading innovator in sustainable, clean energy 

development by pioneering solutions that facilitate the energy transition 

and conserve the planet’s ecosystems. 

2.3 The Planning Act 2008 

2.3.1 The Project consists of the construction and operation of an electricity 

generating station with a capacity in excess of 100 megawatts (MW) and 

is classified as an NSIP in the field of energy generation under section 14 

of the Planning Act 2008 (PA2008), as amended by the Infrastructure 

Planning (Onshore Wind and Solar Generation) Order 2025.  As such, the 

Project requires development consent from the Secretary of State for 

Energy Security and Net Zero in order to proceed. 

2.4 Other Consents and Licenses 

2.4.1 Additional consents, licences and permits may be required for the Project. 

Given that the Project is at the early stages of pre-application 

engagement, the Other Consents and Licences Strategy is evolving. 

Further detail on this strategy will be provided in the subsequent updates 

of this Programme Document.  

2.5 Policy Context 

2.5.1 The primary basis for decision making for the Project will be the National 

Policy Statement for Energy (EN-1) (2025), National Policy Statement for 

Renewable Energy Infrastructure (EN-3) (2025), and the National Policy 

Statement for Electricity Networks Infrastructure (EN-5) (2025) which came 

into force on the 6 January 2026.  

https://arrowvalleysolar.co.uk/
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2.5.2 Other matters of relevance in the determination of the Project will include 

(but not be limited to) other national policy documents such as the 

National Planning Policy Framework (NPP4) (2024) and the National 

Design Guide (2021), as well as the host authorities local development 

plan policies and other documents in the local development framework. 

2.5.3 The Project is located within the administrative boundary of three Local 

Planning Authorities (LPAs): Redditch Borough Council, Stratford-on-Avon 

District Council and Wychavon District Council, and two County Councils: 

Warwickshire County Council and Worcestershire County Council. 
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3 The Planning Inspectorate’s Pre-

Application Service 

3.1 Pre-Application Service Tier 

3.1.1 The Applicant has selected the Tier 1: The Basic Service2, based on the 

following considerations: 

• The Applicant has significant experience of preparing and submitting 

solar DCO applications; 

• The Project is considered to be of a low complexity with the majority 

of issues likely to be raised at examination being common 

considerations of Examining Authorities; 

• There are up-to-date relevant national policy statements in place, 

namely NPS for energy (EN-1), NPS for renewable energy (EN-3) and 

NPS for electricity networks infrastructure (EN-5), in force as of 6 

January 2026; and  

• A Basic tier would be consistent with the predicted levels of 

engagement with PINS based on similar NSIPs within the solar energy 

sector.  

3.2 Fast-Track and Supplementary Components Service 

3.2.1 The Applicant is not seeking a fast-track procedure.  

3.2.2 The Applicant will not use the supplementary components service as this 

is not included within the Basic Tier.  

 

 
2 FINAL_TIERS_TABLE_UPDATE.docx 

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fmedia%2F68f8ceb20794bb80118bb75e%2FFINAL_TIERS_TABLE_UPDATE.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
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4 Pre-Application Programme 

4.1 Overview 

4.1.1 This section summarises the activities that have taken place to date and 

the activities planned before the submission of the DCO Application. It will 

be updated as further pre-application engagement takes place. 

4.2 Planned Submission Date 

4.2.1 The planned submission date for the DCO Application is April 2027. 

4.3 Programme of activities relating to pre-application 

engagement with PINS 

4.3.1 The pre-application engagement with the Planning Inspectorate (PINS) is 

planned to include the programme of key dates set out in Table 4-1 below. 

Table 4-1 Pre-application engagement with PINS 

Key Date Meeting/Information Shared 

24 February 2026 Project Inception Meeting 

March 2026 EIA Scoping Report Submission 

April 2026 EIA Scoping Opinion 

Q3/Q4 2026 Public Consultation 

Q4 2026 PINS Project Update Meeting – Post-

Consultation 

Q1 2027 PINS Project Update Meeting – Pre-

Submission 

April 2027 DCO Submission 

4.4 Programme of activities relating to engagement with 

Statutory Bodies 

4.4.1 The ongoing and planned engagement with statutory bodies is set out in 

Section 6 (Engaging with Statutory Bodies) and Section 7 (Engaging with 

Local Authorities) of this Programme Document.  

4.5 Programme of activities relating to planned consultations 

4.5.1 The planned programme of consultation activities is set out in Table 4-2. 
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Table 4-2 Consultation programme 

Date Activity 

Q2/Q3 2026 Statement of Community Consultation 

(SoCC) 

Q3/Q4 2026 Public Consultation 

Q1 2027 Adequacy of Consultation Milestone 

(AoCM) 

4.5.2 Amendments to the PA2008 were proposed via Part 1, Chapter 1, Section 

5 of the Planning and Infrastructure Act (2025) (PIA2025) makes certain 

amendments to the PA2008. 

4.5.3 The Applicant notes that commencement regulations or other 

subsequent regulations have not been brought forward (at the time this 

Programme Document was published) and therefore Section 5 of the 

PIA2025 is not yet in force.  

4.5.4 Section 5 of the PIA2025 states that the following sections of the PA2008 

are to be omitted: 

(a) section 42 (duty to consult); 

(b) section 43 (local authorities for purposes of section 42(1)(b)); 

(c) section 44 (categories for purposes of section 42(1)(d)); 

(d) section 45 (timetable for consultation under section 42); 

(e) section 47 (duty to consult local community); and 

(f) section 49 (duty to take account of responses to consultation and 

publicity). 

4.5.5 The requirement to undertake consultation under section 48 remains will 

remain in force. 

4.5.6 The Applicant will closely monitor any forthcoming regulations relating to 

these provisions and any new or updated guidance relating to 

consultation requirements for NSIPs. 

4.5.7 At this early stage, the Applicant proposes to host a public consultation in 

Q3/Q4 2026 but confirms that it will comply with the statutory regime as it 

applies when the public consultation takes place.  

4.6 Programme of activities relating to key application 

documents (including the DCO) 

4.6.1 DCO application documents will be prepared between September 2026 

and April 2027.  

4.6.2 The planned submission date of the DCO Application is April 2027. 
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4.7 Programme of activities relating to Environmental Impact 

Assessment 

4.7.1 The planned programme of activities relating to Environmental Impact 

Assessment (EIA) is set out in Table 4-3.  

Table 4-3  EIA programme 

Date Activity 

Q1 2026 Prepare EIA Scoping Report 

March 2026 Submit EIA Scoping Report 

April 2026 Receive EIA Scoping Opinion 

May 2026 – July 2026 Prepare Preliminary Environmental 

Information Report (PEIR) (or equivalent) 

September 2026 – February 2027 Prepare Environmental Statement (ES) 

April 2027 DCO Submission, including ES 

4.7.2 Once changes made to the PA2008 under the PIA2025 come into force, 

applicants will no longer be required to consult on a Preliminary 

Environmental Information Report (PEIR. However, the Applicant will 

adhere to the statutory regime as it applies at the point that the public 

consultation takes place and to any forthcoming guidance that sets out 

the appropriate environmental information required to support a public 

consultation.   

4.7.3 Non-intrusive winter surveys across the site are currently being undertaken 

and are anticipated to conclude by the end of March 2026. Further survey 

effort will be undertaken in Spring 2026 and into Summer and Autumn 

2026.  

4.8 Programme of activities relating to the design approach 

4.8.1 The design development of the Project is following a staged process, with 

a series of design fixes which provide a draft version of the Order Limits and 

masterplan for technical assessment. The design fixes will be informed by 

project-specific requirements, environmental assessments and 

considerations, and feedback from stakeholders and communities.  

4.8.2 The first design fix was undertaken in January 2026, which provides the red 

line boundary for EIA Scoping.  

4.8.3 A further design fix is planned for Q4 2026, which will provide the final 

version of the Order Limits and masterplan, to be presented and assessed 

in the DCO application including the Environmental Statement.  
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4.9 Programme of activities relating to Assembly of the Order 

Lands 

4.9.1 Option for Lease Agreements have been entered into for the potential 

solar array and battery energy storage system (BESS) sites with the relevant 

landowners. 

4.9.2 Non-intrusive surveys across the solar array and BESS sites are currently 

being undertaken and are anticipated to extend through Spring and 

Summer 2026. 

4.9.3 Initial contact with potentially impacted parties along the cable route 

corridor is currently planned for March and April 2026.  

4.9.4 Non-intrusive surveys along the cable route are currently programmed for 

April/May 2026 onwards. 

4.9.5 Section 42 and section 48 notices are programmed to be issued to all 

known land interests in the scheme, prior to Public Consultation, with is 

currently programmed for Q3/Q4 of 2026. 

4.9.6 Heads of Terms for Option for Easements for the cable route are currently 

programmed to be issued to the relevant landowners in Q4 of 2026. 

4.10 Programme of activities associated with the preparation of a 

Report to inform a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) 

and Evidence Plan 

4.10.1 It is not anticipated that a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) will be 

required for this Project.  

4.11 Programme of activities related to Other Consents and 

Licenses 

4.11.1 Given that the Project is at an early stage, the Other Consents and 

Licenses Strategy is evolving. Further detail on this Strategy will be provided 

in the subsequent updates of this Programme Document.  
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5 Main Issues for Resolution 

5.1 Overview 

5.1.1 This section will set out the main issues identified by the Applicant during 

the pre-application stage, including the activities that will be undertaken 

to address those issues.  

5.1.2 The Applicant is engaging with key stakeholders to introduce the Project 

and therefore at this stage, no significant issues have been formally 

identified by stakeholders.  

5.1.3 This section of the Programme Document will be updated following 

engagement with the statutory bodies. 

5.1.4 Issues raised via ongoing engagement with statutory bodies during pre-

application and issues raised at Public Consultation will be recorded in an 

Issues Log, and the main issues will be included in subsequent updates of 

this Programme Document.  

5.1.5 The Applicant will produce a ‘Potential Main Issues for Examination’ 

document for submission with the DCO application which will be informed 

by the Issues Log. The Issues Log will also feed into the Statements of 

Common Ground. 
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6 Engaging with Statutory Bodies 

6.1 Overview 

6.1.1 This section sets out the Applicant’s proposals for pre-application 

consultation with statutory consultees during the pre-application stage. 

6.1.2 Initial engagement with a number of stakeholders commenced in late 

2025/ early 2026, targeted towards local planning authorities, Natural 

England and Historic England. This early engagement is anticipated to 

continue over the coming months. 

6.1.3 The Applicant will engage with stakeholders, landowners and the local 

community throughout the pre-application stage. Engagement will be 

targeted at the following groups: 

• Environment Agency 

• Natural England 

• Historic England 

• National Highways 

• Host and neighbouring local authorities 

• Parish Councils 

• Prescribed consultees 

• Relevant Statutory Undertakers 

• Persons with an interest in the land 

6.1.4 The Applicant seeks to engage with the following groups within the local 

community: 

• Local residents 

• Environmental groups 

• Elected representatives 

• Community groups 

6.1.5 The Applicant is not yet aware of which statutory bodies are likely to 

produce pre-application ‘principal areas of disagreement summary 

statements’ or the likelihood of issues raised being resolved ahead of 

submission, since issues have not yet been identified. The Applicant will 

update this Programme Document as engagement continues.  
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7 Engaging with Local Authorities 

7.1 Overview 

7.1.1 This section sets out the Applicant’s proposals for pre-application 

consultation with host authorities during the pre-application stage. 

7.1.2 Engagement with the host authorities on the Project has been ongoing 

since late 2025. The Applicant will continue this engagement through the 

pre-application process.  

7.1.3 The Applicant has hosted initial Project introduction briefings with 

Wychavon District Council, Stratford-on-Avon District Council, 

Worcestershire County Council, and Warwickshire County Council. The 

Applicant has made contact with Redditch Borough Council and is 

attempting to schedule a Project introduction briefing.  

7.1.4 The Applicant is not yet aware of whether any of the host authorities are 

likely to produce a pre-application ‘principal areas of disagreement 

summary statement’ or the likelihood of issues raised being resolved 

ahead of submission, since issues have not yet been identified. The 

Applicant will update this Programme Document as the process 

continues.  

7.1.5 The Applicant intends to enter into Planning Performance Agreements 

(PPA) with the host authorities. Draft versions of the PPAs have been shared 

between the Applicant and each of the host authorities. The Applicant is 

hopeful that agreement between the parties will be reached shortly.  
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8 Pre-Application Risks 

8.1 Overview 

8.1.1 Table 7-1 provides the framework for setting out potential risks identified to 

date by the Applicant.  At this early stage, the Applicant has not identified 

any specific risks that would prevent the Project from progressing through 

the pre-application stage. This table will be updated as risks are identified. 

Table 8-1 Main Risks Identified by the Applicant 

Topic Key Risk Description Mitigation/Avoidance 

Actions 

   

 

8.1.2 The Applicant will produce an Issues Tracker that will be informed by 

discussions with consultees and environmental assessments undertaken by 

the Applicant. The Issues Tracker will follow the template provided by the 

Planning Inspectorate in the Pre-Application Prospectus.  

8.1.3 The risks identified will carry a Red, Amber, Green status that reflects the 

potential degree of risk with each issue, as well as the Applicant’s 

intended next steps to resolve the issues. The Issues Tracker will be updated 

following Public Consultation and shared with the host authorities and 

statutory consultees, where relevant, to discuss issues identified for further 

discussion and also invite comments on the Issues Tracker, including other 

areas for discussion.   

8.1.4 The Issues Tracker will culminate in a list of Potential Main Issues for the 

Examination, which will be submitted with the DCO Application.   

8.1.5 Where considered appropriate, the Applicant will meet with technical 

consultees to provide an update on the Scheme design and discuss issues 

raised, with the aim of resolving such issues, where practicable. 
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